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the Jews in Russia and to the necessity of putting a stop to
the present deplorable state of affairs by granting them full
rights. I pointed out that the horrors of the Jewish situation
in Russia had been presented to the world in a somewhat
exaggerated light, but I did not deny that the Jews in Russia
were in a very difficult position. Nevertheless, I argued,
an immediate and complete removal of their legal disabili-
ties would, in my opinion, do them more harm than good
To this remark Jacob Schiff made a sharp retort, which
was, however, toned down by the more balanced judgments
of the other members of the deputation, especially Dr,
Straus, who made an excellent impression on me.
Among the many visitors I received at Portsmouth -was
Jeremiah Curtin, an American Russophile, whom I had
known since my boyhood. He was a friend of rny uncle,
General Fadeyev, and frequented our family whenever he
came to Tiflis (Caucasus). Later I met him in St. Peters-
burg, where he served in the American Embassy as a secre-
tary, and where he frequently came for long stays, after he
had given up his diplomatic career. An intimate friend of
the famous Procurator of the Holy Synod, Pobiedonostzev,
he was deeply interested in our Orthodox faith. He mast-
ered the Russian language and wrote a good deal about our
country which he sincerely loved. At Portsmouth he made
every effort to promote our cause. I saw him twice during
my stay in America: the old man looked still hale and
hearty, but several months after my departure from his
country I received the news of his death.
Upon the signing of the treaty, our mission left Ports*
mouth. Some members of the group took trains for the
interior of the country, anxious to catch a glimpse of Amer-
ica, and, particularly, to visit Niagara Falls. Baron Rosen
and I returned straight to New York. The baron had pre-
viously insisted that at the end of the Conference I should
undertake a tour of the chief dties of the United States in